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Welcome from the CEQ

Storyhouse is one of the UK’s foremost cultural charities; its home in Chester incorporates
a library, theatres, and a cinema. It is also an acclaimed theatre producer and runs the
country’s most successful regional open-air theatre in the city’s Grosvenor Park, as well as
the innovative Moonlight Flicks open-air cinema each year.

Storyhouse plays an important part of cultural life in Chester and continues to be a
beacon of inspiration for many other cities and towns for the role it has played in social
and economic regeneration, its successful and unique integration of world-class theatre,
cinema, and library facilities, as well as its bold, exciting, diverse, and award-winning
programming.

As a volunteer, you are a vital part of the Storyhouse community. We value the time,
passion, and experience you bring, and we are committed to creating a welcoming,
flexible, and supportive environment for everyone. We hope to help you fulfil your
potential while enjoying a rewarding and enriching experience with us.

We hope you decide to join us,
Annabel



This lHouse is Your lHouse

We’ve become vital part of the region’s cultural landscape and a place of safety and support for the
community - especially for young people, giving them a space where they can reimagine their place in
the world.

Over 40 community groups use us as a base for creative activity each month, including LGBTQIA+ and
disability groups, refugee integration activities, mental health support sessions, and groups combatting
social exclusion by age.

We work extensively with young people and provide a range of different programmes, from youth
theatre and our young company, to young leaders, young programmers, and our many schools and
education programmes. Throughout our work we collaborate with local partners throughout to ensure
we are reaching the people that would usually have the least opportunity to participate.

Across everything we do, we work to give people the power to build their own creative communities
through inspiring stories and shared creative experiences: this house is your house.

As we blend theatre, library, restaurant and cinema services, we share inspiring stories and stage
creative events which empower people to nurture their creativity and bring together communities.
Through our work, we hope to build a more connected, inclusive and creative community network.

The more open we are to the true and rich diversity of our communities, the more vividly we fulfil our
purpose. More engagement from more of our communities will make more of Storyhouse.

We are committed to creating a team which is representative of our communities and to bringing
together those with a variety of skills and experiences to help shape what we do and how we work.



Our Building

The original parts of Storyhouse were constructed as an art deco Odeon
cinema in 1936, and have been restored, extended and renovated into a
library, two state of the art theatres, a cinema, restaurant, and two bars.

The larger theatre is an 800-seat proscenium arch stage. With state-of-the-
art facilities, its auditorium spreads across three tiers: stalls, circle and
gallery. This same theatre converts into a 500-seat thrust stage (with the
audience wrapping around three sides of the stage). In this format, the
auditorium spreads across two tiers, with intimate seating putting the
audience right in amongst the action.

On top of the building sits the Garret Theatre and Bar. This 150-seat black-
box theatre is a flexible, fully-equipped performance, rehearsal, or
workshop space. It is designed to be full of work made by local creative
companies, individuals, and community groups, as well as a space we hire to
companies and individuals.

The 100-seat boutique cinema is designed to honour the original Odeon’s
history as a cinema in 1936. With red velvet, soft, sunken seating, it is a
beautiful event space.

The library spreads right through the building, with a dedicated family-
friendly area (with wet play, storytelling room, and arts and crafts) in The
Den and extensive book-stocks covering the walls throughout Storyhouse
offering opportunities for studying, learning, and research.



The Role

Volunteer Role: Creative Careers volunteer

Role Summary: Volunteering to support our Creative Careers programme for young
people aged 16-25, an 8 week Employability Skills Course designed to help them gain
the skills and confidence they need to succeed in the creative sector.

Role Description:
- Offering support and encouragement to young people while they are attending
the Creative Careers programme

Skills Required:
- Excellent communication and listening skills

- Supportive and empathetic approach

- Experience of working in a creative role or industry and / or ability to support
young people with employability skills (eg CV writing or interview skills)

Training Required:

- Storyhouse induction and safeguarding training

Volunteer Hours:

- Every Thursday 4pm to 7pm

- We would prefer that volunteers attend regularly where possible to build
relationships with attendees

Other Information:
-  Enhanced DBS check required (this will be provided by Storyhouse)

- At Storyhouse, culture is owned by everyone, so we ask volunteers to represent
our mission and values at all times
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